Final Report — Website Post

Report on the Outcomes of the AALCO Hong Kong Regional Arbitration Centre's
Africa Mission Trip

From 19 to 27 October 2024, with the full support of Invest Hong Kong, The Law Society of
Hong Kong, and The Hong Kong Bar Association, AALCO Hong Kong Regional Arbitration
Centre organised its first high-level delegation of senior legal practitioners to Africa. The
delegation undertook a programme of in-depth research and professional exchanges in Cairo
(Egypt) and in Cape Town, Pretoria, and Johannesburg (South Africa).

This initiative was designed to establish Hong Kong's presence in new African markets,
enhance the standing of its professional services, and broaden the reach of Hong Kong’s
international legal, arbitration and mediation expertise. It supports economic growth and
dispute resolution across the Belt and Road region, encompassing Hong Kong, Mainland China,
Egypt, South Africa, and extending to other AALCO member states, while reinforcing Hong
Kong’s strategic role as a gateway connecting the Mainland with global markets and protecting
the interests of Chinese enterprises investing abroad.

Among the many African nations, Egypt and South Africa were selected as strategic
priorities. Egypt, with its population of 100 million and pivotal location, serves as a rapidly
growing commercial hub bridging the Middle East and Africa. 2024 marks the tenth
anniversary of the China-Egypt Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, with expanding
cooperation in sectors such as renewable energy and finance. South Africa, as one of Africa’s
most advanced economies, was the first on the continent to sign a Belt and Road cooperation
MoU with China, and bilateral relations continue to deepen across multiple strategic areas.
This delegation represents the first of its kind from Hong Kong to these nations, facilitated
with the assistance of the Department of Treaty and Law of China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Hong Kong,
and the Consulates General of Egypt and South Africa in Hong Kong, marking a significant
milestone in professional engagement.

During the visit, the delegation held close to twenty meetings, roundtables and seminars with
government bodies, judicial authorities, business chambers, bar associations and corporate
representatives. Discussions spanned a range of forward-looking topics including green
energy and ESG, maritime arbitration, the digital economy, online dispute resolution, art and
cultural property trade, and investment collaboration. The Centre also signed a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbitration
(CRCICA) and helped foster a new cooperative relationship between The Law Society of
Hong Kong and the Egyptian Bar Association.



Africa presents substantial opportunities, with abundant natural resources, favourable
conditions for green energy development, a young and growing workforce, and significant
demand for infrastructure investment, all of which create a promising landscape for Hong
Kong’s professional and capital markets. This visit not only demonstrated Hong Kong’s
strengths as an international legal and dispute resolution hub but also laid the groundwork for
sustained collaboration with Egypt, South Africa and the wider African region. We look
forward to building on this foundation, encouraging more Hong Kong professionals to
engage with Africa and to develop substantive partnerships in legal, trade and investment
fields.

Looking ahead, AALCO Hong Kong Regional Arbitration Centre will continue to serve as a
bridge, identifying opportunities across African markets, promoting the development and use
of international dispute resolution mechanisms, and supporting businesses in capturing the
opportunities presented by the Belt and Road Initiative—working alongside African partners
to foster mutual prosperity and stability.

For further information, please visit the following link:

e AALCO-HKRAC Mission Trip to Egypt and South Africa — COP 29 Advance
Preview Seminar in Cairo

e AALCO-HKRAC Mission Trip to Egypt and South Africa — Visited the headquarters
of the General Administration of Arbitration and International Disputes at the
Egyptian Ministry of Justice in the Administrative Capital

e AALCO Hong Kong Regional Arbitration Center (AALCO-HKRAC) jointly
organized a conference with sister center Cairo Regional Centre for International
Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA)

e Networking Conference and Meeting with Small Business Development and Chinese
Consulate-General in Cape Town, South Africa

e Meeting with Ministry of Justice of South Africa in Pretolia, Chinese Embassy in
South Africa, South African Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SACCI) in
Johannesburg, South Africa

e (Conference in Johannesburg and Meeting with JSE and Huawei

e Post-trip Seminar “Unlocking Opportunities: Insights from Egypt and South Africa
for Hong Kong [egal Professionals”
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